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In all 6 people were interviewed: 1local School Board Member, 2 superintendents (ourareaand
comparable intheregion), 1former board memberof Quest, 1 ROE, 1 charter school Principal.

1. Do the advantages of charters largely outweigh the disadvantages?

Yes, the advantages of charters outweigh disadvantages because theyprovide different
opportunities forstudents.

No. Thereisno conclusive evidence thatthey are advantageous over traditional
schools. They are no more effective than typical schools.

Yes, less bureaucracy, greater flexibility with time, scheduleand don’t deal with unions.
Yes. Focused on missionand effort. Parents have buy-in. Usually smallerthan
traditional schools and students get more attention, supportand resources.

Yes, parental choice.

Itisn’t choice, it’s cherry picking. Institutions have different rules. Can’t compare
applestooranges. Disadvantages: charterschoolsselectagroup of students who have
parental involvement, leaving traditional school with even less help. Advantage: charter
schools are allowed to be more innovative with flexible school, staff, activities and year.
Are charter schools more innovative than otherschools?

From what | know, they are because not bound by same mandates.

Many traditional schools are asinnovative as the mostinnovative charter. So much
dependsonthe school culture.

Some are, but much depends onthe individual school.

Not necessarily. They come into existence to make a difference. 99% of the charters
written are innovative ideas.

Not necessarily. Inlargerdistricts perhapsandin Math/Science specialization.

2. Theargument “parental choice” was used to “sell” charterschools. Is thatstill a valid argument
since Failure to Meet Adequate Yearly Progress allows some “choice”?

Notsure about ‘parental choice’ —it isa chance for a choice for special populations.

2 differentthings: tax dollars are needed to support PublicSchool systems. AYP failed
accountability system. We have both Title land non-Title schools. When parentstook
the advantage of children goingto ‘choice’, but theirchild was nolongerable to get
extraservicesthey were upset. Charterschoolsshould notbe given dollars unless they
are held accountable to same standards of otherschools.

Questisnotreallya‘choice’, buta chance fora ‘choice’. Lottery foradmittingatevery
The lotteryis not a solution —picking from good apples/should have lottery that every
student’s name goesinhatwhethersigned up ornot. Nota true mixture of students.
Not representative of the population.



e Lotteryfor everygrade. Do notadmit high school students.

e Believeitis. Parentsapplyingfeel thattheirchildis notbeingchallengedinhome
school, notreceivingthe help they need and the environmentis not the proper match
for theirsituation.

e Yes,theyhave a waiver.

3. What criteriashould be usedin determining accountability of charter schools? What criteria
mightbe usedinrevokinga charter? (lookingforsuch criteriaas meetingacademicstandards,
sound fiscal management, follow State and Federal Laws, expulsionsin line with district, non -
discriminatory practices, atleast 80% of teachers with appropriate degrees.

e Studentachievement,goal achievement(dothey dowhatthey say they are goingto do?).
Revoking based onthe above.

e Same as publicschools, fiscal responsibility, follow the law, no discrimination in student
selection, student achievement.

e Studentachievement,fiscal responsibility, meet contract goals.

e Accountability includes student achievement, financial responsibility and overall compliant
at local, state and federal levels.

e Financial oversight, teacherevaluation, special education, academicstructure, lottery
process, financials, certification.

4. How frequently should charter school accountability be evaluated in regard to charterrenewal?

e Shouldbe evaluated yearly on accountability and 5 years max for contract. Should
presenttothe Board of Educationyearly.

e Unsure

e 5yearsisaboutright. Questdoesa quarterlyreport.

e Ittakes3-5 yearsfora programto be stable and achieve its goals.
e 3-5years.

e Fineasis.

5. The authorityfor approving new and renewing charters should residein what body?
e Thelocal school board as it is theirultimate responsibility.
e local Board of Education — not State governing body.
e Local board with oversight from Charter School Commission
e Althoughotherstates have different systems, the local board should be approval
agency, with State Commission having oversight or processing appeals if necessary.
e Llocal school board.
e Do NOT like charter school commission/it can override local school board.



6. Shouldlocal voters be able through referendum to establish a proposed charterschool? Or
override adecision by the Charter Commission which reverses the decision of alocal school
board?

e Notoreferendum. Thereisvalueinbothlocal board and the Commission (no definitive
answerforreversing.)

e [Ifequalfootingas mentioned previously.

e No

e No

e No, onlylocal school board

7. Inregardto transparency whatinformation should be disclosedinthe operation
(administration) of acharterschool? Lookingforsources of revenue, salaries and benefits,
identity of property owner, admission processes, conflicts of interest of board.

e Allthatpublicschool hasto disclose.

e Everythingthat publicschoolsare requiredtoreleasetothe public.

e Same as publicschools.

e [tispublicdollarsanda publicschool soall activity should be transparent.

e Everythingalocal school district must do; although not salaries and benefits.

8. Doyou thinkthatit should be allowablethat management of acharterschool be subcontracted
to a for-profit corporation? Possiblefollow up: Shoulditbe prohibited?
e Yes,ifthat’s whatit takes, should be a3 party. That’swhy | backed Edison Schools.
e [fusingtax dollarstheyshould notbe subcontracted to for-profit company.
e No; not-for-profit. Yes, should be prohibited.
e No; moneyor profitshould notbe the bottom line. NFP okay so longas interestedin
goals of education.
e Nota problem.
e No.

9. Whatisa fairdivision of funding between traditional publicschools and charter schoolsinthe
same district?

o 8%
e Charterschool should get nothing.
e 100%

e law allows 75-125%. Believethatchartershould get 100% as they have the same
expensesas publicschools. How do you explainto parentsthat charter only gets 85%,
therefore have to do more with less?

e 85%

e Schoolsarestill operating at 2009 fundinglevels. Charterschools get85%. Should not
beincreased.



10. What isyour opinion regarding the use of virtual education through computers off -site and
students do not needto attend a bricks and mortar school? Would you think differently
dependinguponthe age of the students?

Necessary evil; things have changed overtime. Should be amix of virtual and
classroom.

No; classroom with students; yes about age level. Problem —equal access to internetis
not a reality.

For some studentsitisa viable alternative. Example high school at Wildlife Prairie. As
much as possible should be in school with enhancement from online.

Although believes interactive with children and teacherin the classroom, times are
changing. There are probablyinstances where astudentcan’tdowellina group setting.
We have some programsin place that include virtual education. Illinois has Virtual High
School —only 2000 students statewide. Virtual should be used to supplement offerings
that school does not have enough enroliment to employ ateacher. The offerings might
include foreign languages, forexample.

Ifthereis a need, but notadvanced placementorstudents who are behind. State
mandated testing should be required.

Onlyifbuiltinto school day. Againsta proposed Lake County virtual high school —it'sa
money maker. There is currently a moratorium on virtual schoolsin lllinois. Virtual
schools need to partner with bricks and mortar schools to provide a mix of options.



